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 Springfield Township, Bucks County 
      2320 Township Road    ▪    Quakertown, PA 18951   ▪     610-346-6700     ▪    www.springfieldbucks.org  

Board of Supervisors   

MINUTES 

April 12, 2016 

Supervisors Present:  John Oehler, Robert Zisko and Volker Oakey (via telephone) 

Also present:  Chief Michael McDonald, Michael Brown (Township Manager) and Jason Wager 
(Secretary/Treasurer) 

Vice Chairperson Oehler called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.    

Approval of Minutes 

Mr. Zisko moved to approve the March 22 minutes as presented.  Mr. Oehler seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously.  Mr. Wager noted a typo was found in the February 24, 2015 minutes and listed OSC 
case file 2013-503 would be correctly changed to 2015-503. 

Approval of Bills List 

Mr. Zisko moved to approve the following bills paid from March 19 to April 8, 2016: 

 
1. General Fund   4. Street Light Fund  
2. Liquid Fuels   5. Subdivision & Escrow               

 3. Open Space   6. Capital Reserve 
 
Mr. Oakey seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Business 

First quarter financial presentation – Mr. Wager presented the 2016 first quarter financial review for the 
General Fund, Liquid Fuels and Capital Reserve accounts.  Overall, the funds are $145,902 over expected 
revenue at $709,391 as of March 31st.  All major revenue line items have outperformed their budget, with real 
estate and earned income taxes and liquid fuels revenue accounting for 89% of total revenue in the first 
quarter.  Expenses are $5,623 under budget at $467,582 after the first quarter.  All labor and Road, Building 
and Zoning/Admin O&M are under budget with Police O&M, other fire companies/foreign fire relief and tax 
collection the main areas over budget.  Overall, the net income for these funds is $241,809 as of March 31, or 
$152,663 over budget.  Mr. Wager noted the 2012-2015 pension audit was completed, 2015 liquid fuels audit 
was completed, the admin office security project was started, the Park & Recreation grant of $111,323 for 
Peppermint Park was received, a new codifier was approved by the Board to continue the codification of all 
ordinances and a heater was installed through private donation in the Police garage.  

Expanding municipal recycling service center – Mr. Oehler read a letter dated April 12, 2016 from Ms. Bedics 
who was not in attendance noting points she wanted the Board to consider before making its final decision.  
The Board reviewed a cost analysis created by the Township staff for the first two years of expanding the 
current recycling.  The Board noted that some of the waste haulers operating in the Township collect 
recyclables.  The Board decided to table this discussion for a future meeting and asked Rich Pursell, Township 
Road Master, to confirm the length of the Reiss Hauling & Recycling hauling price quote to Hamburg, PA.     

Building renovation option – The Board reviewed three design options presented by the architect for the 
admin renovation project. Mr. Oehler moved to approve Concept Design A with the added options of a 
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canopy and service window, and authorize the architect to submit for a building permit.  Mr. Zisko seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously. 

Ag Security addition – Mr. Oehler moved to adopt Resolution 2016-05 adding TMP #42-006-026 consisting of 
55 acres in the Ag Security District on a deemed approved basis.  Mr. Oakey seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.  

Request for legislative change to the Sterling Act – Mr. Zisko moved to adopt Resolution 2016-06, asking the 
Commonwealth to amend the Sterling Act for the purpose of remitting up to 1% of EIT earned subject to the 
Philadelphia wage tax to be remitted to a resident’s municipality.  Mr. Oehler seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. 

Data breach insurance renewal – The Board reviewed quotes for cyber security insurance.  Township resident 
Jim Nilsen, 1636 Pleasant View Road, asked if the Township has encrypted hard drives, which is standard 
practice among healthcare and finance businesses.  Mr. Brown stated he would have that answer for the 
Board at its next meeting.  Mr. Oehler moved to accept the quote from Hiscox Pro for cyber security insurance 
in the amount of $961.  Mr. Zisko seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   

Correspondence 

Mr. Oehler recognized the Auditor General’s Pension Audit findings dated 3/11/2016. 

Public Comments 

Clark Bruce Strock, 3175 Church Street, stated he received a letter from the Township referring to issues on 
his property.  He’s been running a business there for 43 years and has had many residents live in the 
apartment he owns on the property.  He questioned if he was being singled out for speaking up at Board 
meetings and would like changes to make the Township more consumer friendly.   

Hans Reimann, 2915 Springtown Hill Road, noted the group did the best they could at the recent watershed 
roadside cleanup, but was limited due to weather and thanked Mr. Brown and the Springfield Township Police 
Department for their help on the cleanup day providing safety for the members working along the road. 

Jim Nilsen, 1636 Pleasant View Road, noted he hoped the Township would use better judgment with Ag 
Security properties than what was used at the Bechdolt’s Orchards in Lower Saucon. 

Len Kramer, 2163 Deer Trail Road, stated he thought the meeting was an abomination and that the 
Supervisors should be at the meeting in person. 

Clark Bruce Strock, 3175 Church Street, stated he thinks Zoning should reflect the historical make up of the 
Township and asked if anyone has looked at the Bucks County Planning Commission Study of Springtown 
adopted in May 2000.   

Hans Reimann, 2915 Springtown Hill Road, stated residents are currently looking at the Springtown Study and 
developing ideas to integrate the study into a policy for the Board to review in the future. 

Supervisor Comments 

Mr. Zisko stated he would like the Planning Commission to take a look at the Home Occupation section of the 
Zoning Ordinance as he feels residents may end getting denied now with the way it is currently written.  Mr. 
Brown noted the Planning Commission has been going through a list of forty items within the SALDO and 
Zoning Ordinances, rewrote the junkyard ordinance, have a meeting setup with the Historic Commission to 
discuss the historic resource list and historic elements within the Zoning Ordinance and have started reviewing 
accessory apartments and home occupations.  He noted the home occupation form was revised to address 
elements of the ordinance not present on the previous home occupation application. 

Mr. Oehler noted that the April 26 meeting has been cancelled due to the General Primary election. 
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At 8:25 p.m., Mr. Zisko moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Oehler seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
  
Jason A. Wager 
Township Secretary/Treasurer      
 
Approved:  May 10, 2016  


